Meeting Summary
Russian River Water Forum
Working Group: Water Rights & Water Management
Meeting #3

Zoom
September 18, 2023, 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm

Summary

The Russian River Water Forum held the third meeting of the Water Rights & Water Management
Working Group via Zoom. The meeting was facilitated by Kearns & West. Presentation slides and a
recording of the meeting are available on the project website.

The meeting objectives were as follows:
e Review outline of work product
e Discuss water rights “buckets” to be used in the work product
e Discuss next steps

The meeting agenda and a list of attendees are in Appendices A and B. The meeting had a total of 33
attendees.

The next section provides a summary of the takeaways and action items from the meeting.

Takeaways
e David Taber presented the draft Work Product outline; Working Group participants provided
input:

o Include a table or chart showing Eel-River annual diversion volumes in recent years, and
total water demands on the Russian River over time.

o Include data on salmonid populations in the Eel River over time

o There is a need for discussion of the role of imported Eel River water in sustaining
Russian River fisheries and in meeting required environmental flow requirements.

o Question: Is there information on the obligations of water rights holders that should be
included?

o Include information on the upper Russian River water sharing partnership in recent
years; it is a rare example of senior water rights holders sharing with junior rights
holders.

o The Conclusion slide needs a clearer statement about the effects of the 2021
curtailment on Tribal users. It was clarified that, in 2021, all water rights, including pre-
1914 and riparian claims, were curtailed on the upper Russian River. The only exception
was if the water was needed for human health and safety.


https://russianriverwaterforum.org/working-groups/

e David Taber presented the proposed water rights “buckets” slide; Working Group participants
provided input:

O

Note that Coyote Valley Rancheria and Redwood Valley Rancheria are served by
Redwood Valley County Water District. These Tribes can only access water from Lake
Mendocino if surplus is available through Russian River Flood Control.
Include information on “required environmental flows.” It was clarified that required
environmental flows are not water rights per se, and should be considered a regulatory
overlay on the system that affects the availability of water for diversion.

= |t was noted that the Russian River Biological Opinions are up for

reconsideration, depending on what happens with the PVP diversion.

It was noted that there is substantial uncertainty around some water demand issues,
especially the nature/degree of interconnections between the Russian River and local
aquifers from which agricultural and municipal water users extract water.

Action Items
e Redgie Collins, CalTrout, to share information on modeled flows at Cape Horn Dam site.
o K&W to schedule a follow-up meeting with the Work Group co-chairs this week re: next steps
for the Work Product.
e Glen Spain, PCFFA, to share information on environmental flow requirements
o K&W to follow up with John Nagle regarding the development of infographics for the work
product.



Appendix A: Meeting Agenda

Time Topic

12:00 p.m. Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Review

12:10 p.m. Review and Discuss Work Product Outline

12:40 p.m. Discuss Proposed Water Rights “Buckets” for Work Product
12:55 p.m. Review Next Steps and Upcoming Meetings

1:00 p.m. Adjourn
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